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A Democracy First Agenda for Georgia

Georgia's democracy is under attack.

Across the country, politicians are changing the rules, cancelling elections, redrawing the maps, intimidating
election workers,and making it harder for voters to hold them accountable. Georgia has seen this fight before.
Generations of Georgians marched, organized, bled, and sacrificed so that every eligible voter could have a

voice and every community could have fair representation.

Keisha Lance Bottoms believes Georgia should not go backward. Our state should lead the nation in protecting
the right to vote, defending free and fair elections, and making sure every eligible Georgian can register, cast
a ballot, and have that ballot counted.

This plan establishes a state-level Voting Rights Act for Georgia, protects voters from suppression and
intimidation, stops politicians from weakening fair representation, creates an independent Georgia Voting
Rights Commission, safeguards election workers and their families, expands access to the ballot, restores

trust in election oversight, and strengthens democracy in every county.

In a democracy, voters should choose their leaders. Politicians should not choose their voters.
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Establishing a Georgia Voting Rights Act

Create the Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act

The centerpiece of Keisha's democracy agenda is the Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act, a state-level voting
rights law designed to protect Georgia voters, strengthen fair representation, and make sure every eligible
voter can participate fully in our democracy.

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act, named after Senator Leroy Johnson and Congressman John Lewis,
honors Georgia's long civil rights legacy and gives voters stronger protections here at home. At a time
when federal voting-rights protections are being stripped away and politicians are looking for new ways to
manipulate the rules, Georgia needs a governor who will fight to protect the ballot, defend fair maps, and
stop election schemes before they silence voters.

Georgia should not have to wait on Washington to protect the right to vote. Georgia can and must lead again.

End voter suppression

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act will take direct aim at rules and tactics that make it harder for eligible
Georgians to register, vote, and have their ballots counted.

No voter should be blocked by unnecessary barriers, confusing rules, long lines, polling-place closures,
paperwork traps, or political games. When election policies make it harder for people to participate, especially
in communities that have historically faced discrimination, voters deserve a clear way to fight back.

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act will prohibit voting practices that threaten voter participation, limit
access to voting opportunities, or interfere with a voter’s ability to participate fully in the political process.
It will give voters, advocates, and enforcement officials stronger tools to challenge policies that suppress
participation and silence communities.

Stop vote dilution

Every community deserves a fair voice,
and every vote should carry real power.

Votingrightsare notjustaboutwhether
someone can cast a ballot. They are
also about whether that ballot counts
equally and whether communities
have a fair opportunity to elect leaders
who represent them.

The Johnson-Lewis VRA will stop
politicians  from drawing unfair
districts or changing election systems
in ways that weaken, split apart, or
drown out communities 'voices. That
means taking on schemes that crack
communities across multiple districts,
pack voters into one district to limit
their influence elsewhere, or change local election rules to make it harder for voters to elect candidates of
their choice.

Fair maps matter. Fair representation matters. Georgia voters should choose their leaders. Politicians should
not choose their voters.
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Establishing a Georgia Voting Rights Act (Cont.)

Stop discriminatory voting practices

Discrimination has no place in Georgia elections, whether it shows up in voting rules, district maps, election
procedures, or local election systems.

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act will prohibit rules, maps, procedures, or election systems that deny equal
access to the ballot or weaken fair participation. That includes practices that create unequal opportunities to
register, vote, have a ballot counted, or participate fully in the political process.

Voters should not have to prove harm after an unfair system has already affected an election. The Johnson-
Lewis VRA will give voters and enforcement officials stronger tools to challenge discriminatory practices, seek
relief, and stop harmful rules from continuing.

Georgia should have clear state protections that make one thing plain: discrimination has no place in
our elections.

Create a Georgia Voting Rights Commission

To make these protections real, the Johnson-Lewis VRA creates an independent Georgia Voting Rights
Commission to serve as a statewide watchdog for free and fair elections.

The commission will review voting changes, investigate complaints, collect and publish election data, and
help enforce state voting-rights protections across Georgia. It gives voters a place to turn when their rights
are threatened and gives communities a stronger tool to fight suppression, dilution, intimidation, deception,
obstruction, and discrimination.

For too long, voting-rights violations have been addressed only after damage is done. Georgia needs a
proactive system that protects voters, identifies problems early, supports fair election administration, and
holds government accountable when voters 'rights are threatened.

Expand language access

Voters should be able to understand their rights, their ballots, and the voting process, no matter what
language they speak at home.

Every eligible voter should be able to understand how to register, where to vote, what is on the ballot, and
how to make sure their ballot is counted. The Johnson-Lewis VRA expands translated materials and voter
assistance for language-minority commmunities.

Democracy works better when every voter can participate with confidence.

Crack down on intimidation, deception, and obstruction
The right to vote must be protected from threats, lies, harassment, and obstruction.

That includes spreading false information about when, where, or how to vote; lying about voter eligibility;
intimidating voters in line; blocking access to polling places or drop boxes; interfering with election offices; or
disrupting the lawful counting and certification of ballots.

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act will hold accountable anyone who uses intimidation, deception,
harassment, or obstruction to interfere with the right to vote. Voting should be safe, clear, and accessible. No
Georgian should be threatened, misled, or blocked from exercising a constitutional right.
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Establishing a Georgia Voting Rights Act (Cont.)

Boost election transparency
Election changes should not happen in the dark.

The Johnson-Lewis VRA creates a publicly available, centralized election data repository and requires local
governments to provide advance notice before changing election rules or practices. Voters should not have
to search across dozens of offices to understand when polling places are moved, voting hours are changed,
districts are redrawn, or election procedures are altered.

Transparency helps voters, advocates, local officials, and courts identify problems early and hold government
accountable.

Put democracy first in the courts

Georgia law should make one principle clear: when voting rights are at stake, courts should favor broad access,
equal participation, and protection of the right to vote.

Too often, voters lose their voice because of technicalities, confusing rules, or narrow interpretations that favor
bureaucracy over democracy. This plan makes clear that Georgia’s election laws should be read to protect
voters, not create traps that silence them.

Empower voters to fight discrimination in state court
Georgia voters should not have to depend only on Washington or the federal courts to defend their rights.

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act gives both the government and individual voters the power to bring
cases in state court when voting rights are threatened. That means Georgians will have a clear state-level
path to fight suppression, dilution, intimidation, deception, obstruction, or discriminatory election practices.

When voters 'rights are violated, they should have the power to act.

Defend fair maps and protect Black representation

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act will make clear that Georgia will not allow politicians to use redistricting
to turn back the clock on civil rights.

At a time when voting-rights protections are being weakened and Southern states are moving to redraw
maps in ways that threaten Black political representation, Georgia must lead with courage. The right to vote
means more than the ability to cast a ballot. It means communities must have a fair opportunity to elect
leaders who understand their lives, reflect their values, and fight for their needs.

Keisha will veto any map that dilutes minority voting power, weakens Black representation, or undoes the
progress generations of Georgians fought to secure. She will also use the full power of the governor’s office to
challenge maps that crack, pack, divide, or silence communities for partisan advantage.

That includes any attempt to target congressional districts where Black voters have built meaningful political
power, including rural communities that have too often been ignored, divided, or pushed out of power. Georgia
should not follow other states backward. Georgia should be a national leader in protecting fair representation.

The Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act will require stronger state protections against discriminatory
redistricting, clearer standards for fair maps, public transparency before maps are changed, and meaningful
legal tools for voters to challenge maps that dilute their voices.
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Restoring Trust in Election Administration Oversight

Eliminate the dysfunctional State Election Board

Georgia needs election oversight that is professional, independent, transparent, and focused on voters, not
partisan chaos.

The State Election Board has become mired in political games, conspiracy theories, and partisan interference.
Georgia's election system should not be run by people trying to undermine

confidence in elections, intimidate local officials, or change the rules to benefit one political party.

Keisha will work with the General Assembly to eliminate the current State Election Board and replace it with
a stronger, more independent election oversight structure that is insulated from partisan manipulation and
focused on one mission: protecting free, fair, secure, and accessible elections.

The new oversight body will have members with real expertise in election administration, voting rights, law,
public integrity, local government, cybersecurity, accessibility, and voter protection. Its membership should
reflect Georgia's geographic, racial, and political diversity, and no political party should be able to dominate
the body or use it as a weapon against voters, counties, or election workers.

Keisha will also push for clear qualifications, ethics rules, and conflict-of-interest standards for members.
Anyone who has tried to overturn lawful election results, spread election conspiracies, or used public office to
undermine confidence in democracy should not be in charge of overseeing Georgia's elections.

This reformed structure will enforce Georgia election law fairly across all 159 counties, support county election
offices with training and technical assistance, investigate legitimate complaints without becoming a tool for
political harassment, and protect the lawful counting, canvassing, and certification of votes.

It will also require public notice, transparent decision-making, written explanations for major actions, and
regular publication of election administration data so voters can see how the system is working.
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Protecting Election Workers and Election Integrity

Protect election workers and their families

Election workers deserve protection, support, and respect for doing the work that keeps democracy
functioning.

They help voters, process ballots, protect election security, and make sure our system works. In recent years,
election workers have faced threats, harassment, doxing, and intimidation simply for doing their jobs. That is
unacceptable.

Keisha's plan protects election workers, volunteer election workers, and family members of election officials
from threats, harassment, intimidation, and retaliation. It strengthens penalties for attacks on election
workers, protects personal information from being weaponized, and provides support for counties to recruit,
train, and retain the workers who keep our elections running.

An attack on election workers is an attack on democracy itself.

Fund county election administration

Counties cannot be expected to run secure, accessible, and efficient elections without the resources to do
the job.

Georgia's counties are responsible for carrying out the work of democracy, but too often they are asked to do
it without enough support. Keisha's plan provides state funding for county election

administration, voter education, poll worker recruitment, training, technology, security, language access, and
accessibility for voters with disabilities.

This investment will help reduce long lines, improve voter education, strengthen election security, support
poll workers, and make sure counties have the tools they need to administer elections fairly and efficiently.

Free and fair elections should not depend on whether a county has the money to run them well.

? Do not
— leave the
balloting area
with your
printed ballot.

Do not
leave the
balloting area
with your
printed ballot.
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Expanding Access to the Ballot

Make Election Day a state holiday
No Georgian should have to choose between a paycheck and a ballot.

Making Election Day a state holiday would give more workers, parents, caregivers, students, and seniors the
time they need to vote. Democracy should be treated as a priority, not an inconvenience.

This reform sends a clear message: Georgia values participation, and every eligible voter should have a real
opportunity to be heard.

Create same-day voter registration

Same-day voter registration would help eligible Georgians who miss a deadline, recently moved, changed
their name, or discover too late that there is a problem with their registration.

Too many eligible voters are locked out because of paperwork deadlines or registration issues they did not
know existed. Same-day registration fixes that problem by allowing eligible Georgians to register or update
their registration and vote at the same time during early voting and on Election Day.

This practical reform helps young voters, renters, military families, students, working families, and voters
whose registration records have been incorrectly changed or removed.

Eligible voters should not lose their voice because of paperwork barriers.

Expand early voting, including evenings and weekends

Voting access should not depend on a voter's ZIP code, work schedule, or whether their county offers enough
hours to cast a ballot.

Georgia should require meaningful evening and weekend voting options so voters in every county have a fair
chance to participate. That means more flexibility for hourly workers, parents, seniors, students, caregivers,
and families who cannot easily vote during traditional business hours.

Georgia should make voting easier for eligible voters, not harder.

Create “Whole of Government” Automatic Voter Registration

Georgia should make voter registration easier, more modern, and more accessible by expanding automatic
voter registration beyond the Department of Driver Services.

Keisha will create a “Whole of Government” Automatic Voter Registration system that allows eligible Georgians
to register or update their registration when they interact with multiple state agencies, not just motor vehicle
offices. That means more opportunities to reach eligible voters through public benefit programs, higher
education institutions, veterans services, disability services, reentry programs, and other state agencies that
regularly serve Georgia families.

This reform will help reach Georgians who may not drive, do not regularly visit DDS, or face unnecessary
barriers in keeping their registration current, including seniors, students, voters with disabilities, returning
citizens, low-income Georgians, and rural residents.

A modern democracy should not make eligible voters navigate outdated paperwork or limited registration
points. Georgia should use the tools of state government to help every eligible voter get registered, stay
registered, and participate fully.
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Expanding Access to the Ballot

Expand acceptable voter ID options

Georgia can protect election integrity without turning away eligible voters who have reliable ways to prove
who they are.

Keisha's plan expands the list of acceptable identification so voters are not blocked simply because they do
not have one narrow form of ID. More reliable forms of identification should be accepted, and should include
Georgia driver's licenses, state-issued ID cards, free voter ID cards,

U.S. passports, military IDs, tribal IDs, student IDs from public and private colleges, universities, technical
colleges, high schools, employee IDs issued by public agencies, public housing authority IDs, senior center
IDs, veterans health identification cards, Medicare or Medicaid cards with supporting identifying information,
Social Security cards with supporting identifying information, birth certificates with supporting identifying
information, utility bills, bank statements, paychecks, government checks, and a combination of other reliable
government-issued or institution-issued identification that reasonably verifies the voter's identity.

This common-sense reform will help students, seniors, rural voters, low-income voters, voters with disabilities,
returning citizens, and Georgians who do not drive but still have valid ways to prove their identity.

We must find more ways to verify eligible voters and fewer unnecessary barriers to the ballot.

Restore voting rights and remove barriers for returning citizens

Rights restoration should be clear, automatic in
practice, and easy for eligible returning citizens to
understand.

The right to vote should not be lost forever because
someone made a mistake, served their sentence,
and returned home ready to participate in their
community. Under current Georgia law, people with
felony convictions can vote again after they have
completed their sentence, including incarceration,
parole, and probation, but they must re-register
to vote. Too many eligible Georgians with past
convictions do not know their rights have been
restored, creating confusion and keeping eligible
voters on the sidelines. .

Keisha's plan requires the state to notify every eligible ’
returning citizen when their voting rights have been

restored, provide voter registration materials after release, and create a simple process for people to confirm
their eligibility.

It also requires better coordination among the Department of Corrections, the State Board of Pardons and
Paroles, probation offices, county registrars, and the Secretary of State so eligible Georgians are not blocked
by bureaucracy, bad information, or outdated records.

Keisha also supports restoring voting rights to Georgians upon release from incarceration, so people who are
living, working, paying taxes, raising families, and rebuilding their lives in our communities have a voice in the
decisions that affect them.

Eligible Georgians should not be denied the right to vote because the system failed to tell them they
had it back.

KeishaforGovernor.com




A Democracy First Agenda for Georgia

About the Namesakes

Senator Leroy Johnson helped reopen the doors of power in Georgia after generations of exclusion. In
1962, he was elected to the Georgia State Senate, becoming the first Black state senator elected in Georgia
since Reconstruction and helping desegregate the Georgia General Assembly. During his time in office,
Johnson became one of the state’'s most influential legislators and worked to make voting more accessible,
including by helping revise Georgia's literacy test requirements. His legacy reflects what this act is about:
removing barriers, expanding representation, and making Georgia's democracy work for every eligible voter.

Congressman John Lewis devoted his life to expanding and protecting the right to vote. As a young
leader in the Civil Rights Movement, Lewis chaired the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, helped
organize the March on Washington, and risked his life again and again to challenge segregation and racial
injustice. On Bloody Sunday in 1965, Lewis was beaten while marching across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in
Selma, Alabama, in a fight that helped lead to passage of the federal Voting Rights Act.

Lewis later brought that same moral clarity and courage to Congress, where he represented Georgia for
more than three decades and remained one of the nation’s strongest voices for voting rights, civil rights, and
democracy. His life's work reminds us that the right to vote is not simply a political issue. It is a sacred promise
that must be defended in every generation.

Together, the Johnson-Lewis Voting Rights Act honors two Georgia-connected giants whose lives reflect the
same principle at the heart of Keisha Lance Bottoms' Democracy First Agenda: the right to vote must be
protected, defended, and strengthened for every generation.
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